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Abstract 

 
The aims of this study are threefold. One is to identify the skills in listening that technical college 

students assume they lack. Another is to verify whether technical college students can get some hints on 
improving their listening comprehension after several times of treatments concerning word recognition, 
which is quite challenging to Japanese EFL leraners, given a huge difference in the phonological system 
between English and Japanese. The third is to examine whether there is any correlation between their 
listening comprehension levels and their skills in word recognition. The results showed that the 
participants think they are lacking in various skills necessary in listening comprehension including 
vocabulary and syntactic knowledge as well as phoneme identification. Furthermore, about half the 
participants identified what is challenging to them in listening after the treatments. Finally, a Pearson 
product-moment coefficient suggested a statistically significant but not very strong relationship between 
listening comprehension and word recognition, and word recongnition has been found to account for 
about 35% of overall listening comprehension. 
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M SD
Q1 3.430 1.048
Q2 3.070 0.980
Q3 3.296 0.921
Q4 3.711 1.152
Q5 3.993 1.291
Q6 3.500 1.276
Q7 3.782 1.143
Q8 3.965 1.391
Q9 3.331 1.189
Q10 3.437 1.120
Q11 3.930 1.224
Q12 3.915 1.258
Q13 3.338 1.044
Q14 3.099 0.999
Q15 3.423 1.054
Q16 3.852 1.331
Q17 3.500 1.147
Q18 3.394 1.130
Q19 3.599 1.018
Q20 3.627 1.292
Q21 3.211 1.057
Q22 3.620 1.116
Q23 3.739 1.128
Q24 3.746 1.145
Q25 3.951 1.211

5 n  = 142

1 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q11 Q20 Q24
Q6 1.000 .552 .458 .348 .463 .407 .500
Q7 1.000 .673 .434 .638 .554 .505
Q8 1.000 .380 .702 .585 .520
Q9 1.000 .547 .423 .458
Q11 1.000 .629 .559
Q20 1.000 .497
Q24 1.000

2 Q10 Q16 Q17 Q22 Q23 Q25
Q10 1.000 .500 .475 .435 .523 .424
Q16 1.000 .601 .673 .725 .739
Q17 1.000 .466 .551 .554
Q22 1.000 .800 .663
Q23 1.000 .697
Q25 1.000

3 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q18
Q1 1.000 .530 .389 .473
Q2 1.000 .393 .321
Q3 1.000 .344
Q18 1.000

n  = 142

1 2 3

1 1.000 .654 .163 .879
2 1.000 .144 .896
3 1.000 .729

n  = 142
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 M =  3.703 (SD = 1.252)
2   M =  3.680 

(SD = 1.194) 3
 M =  3.304 (SD = 1.027) 
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1
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70 100 3.500
3

3.500
52 74 3.000 26

38  

1 2 3
 Q7 .948 -.078 .130
 Q6 .666 -.128 .017
 Q8 .605 .172 .045
 Q24 .584 .199 .045
 Q11 .544 .368 .000
 Q9 .472 .078 -.146
 Q20 .417 .129 .074
 Q17 -.131 .977 .110
 Q16 .240 .655 -.008
 Q23 .304 .564 -.023
 Q25 .246 .517 .099
 Q22 .358 .501 -.188
 Q10 .194 .478 .030
 Q2 -.084 -.023 .779
 Q1 .157 -.045 .688
 Q18 -.165 .286 .473
 Q3 .113 .058 .472

n  = 142

M SD 3.500 3.000

1 3.703 1.252 100 26
2 3.680 1.194 103 28
3 3.304 1.027 74 38

5 n  = 142
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r = .592 (df = 140, t = 8.697, p 

= .000 < .001) 
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n M SD
142 30.796 8.332
142 38.600 12.203
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